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VEMORAUDUH FOR RECOD

Col G, F, Lillard

1. The Attached Co, 3rd Separate Bn, Lanao Military Sector, Fighting
Bolo Bn Unit, United States Army Forces in the Philippines, consisting of
approximetely 103 members, has not been favorably considered.
have previously been recognized.

2, This unit does not fulfill the requirements of the five basic
points for recognition, (See attached Team Leader's Report)

3, No useful purpose will be accomplished by further investigation

of this unit.

There are no members worthy of recognition and it is doubtful
d as a result of the activities with the unit,

No members

4

that any casualties occurre:
R £ Wi
R

Cap L. llorton 2
ﬂ’/v F &

Concurs jor C. He figntzell
Actg Chief, Unib Branch
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HEADQUARTERS
PHILIPIINES~RYUKYUS GOMMAND
OFFICE OF THE CUMUANDING GENERAL

S0Py 091 Pr /63 AP0 707
¥r. Asalen Tomal 45 9 APR 1947
Bacolod, Grande, Lammo 1

idrdango, Fhilippines
Dear idir, Tomalis

The Commanding General has directed that you be informed that the
Attached Company, Third Separate Battalion, Lanao Military Sector, Fighting
Bolo Battalion Unit, United States Army Forces in the Philippines, purperte
ing to be a guerrilla organizatien under your rominal control, is not favore
ably considered for recognition as an element of the Philippine Army.

A set of general requirements for guerrilla recognition, established
by General HacArthur during the liberation of the Philippines, has been
uged as a guide in congidering the record of thie unit, After careful
investigation and full consideration of all eubstantiating records and
testimony of witnesses having pertinent krowledge, rscognition of this
guerrille unit is not deemed to be warranted because of reasons mentioned
belows

&+ Record of service was not substantiated by sufficient accepta=
ble evidence,

bs The unit was not maintained satisfactorily in the field in
oppesition to the eneyy.

¢, Activities of the unit did not contribute materially to the
eventual defeat of the eremy.

d. A definite organization was not established,

e, Adequate records were not maintained (names, ranks, dates of
enlie\:tmnt or joining, dates of promotions, end necessary related informae
tlon), 2

£." Unit did no% show satisfastory contimulty of astivity and
organization.yy < & T

g l'lﬂ?grs_ot_; theyianit did mot devote their entire effort to
military aetivities in theFleld to the exclusion of normal civilian occus
pation ll’q“;tuily‘ obliga .
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i Mﬁmh Anvited to Presidutitial Executive Order No. 635
ommanh of the Frdlippines, copy of wrich is a\‘.t-uhea, for
aetion in
i ) Sinserely, ‘
o tive Order No 68 ‘
Ezcontive
6t 26 Sopt 45 THOMAS J. BROWN
] cwo, USA
AssT ADJ GEM

Col Gy F. Iillard:

1, The Attached Co, 3rd Separate Bn, Lanao Militery Sector, Fighting
Bolo Ba Unit, United States Army Forces in the Philippines, consisting of
approximately 103 members, has not been favorably considered. No members
have previcusly been recognized.

2. This unit does mot fulfill the requirements of the five basic
points for recognition. (See sttached Team Leader's Report)

3. Mo useful urpose will bo scoonplished by further investigation
of this unit.

4. There are no members worthy of recognition and it is doubtful
‘that any casualties occurred as a result of the activities with the unit.

Capt R L. lorton

Concur: Major C. H. Wentzell
Actg Chief, Unit Branch
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Dear Mr. Tomalis

The Commanding Ceneral has directed that ycu be informsd that the
Attached Company, Third Separete Battalion, Lanso ¥ilitary Sector, Fighting
Bolo Battelion Unit, United States Army Forces in the Prilippines, purperte-
ing to be & guerrills organization under your nominal gentrel, is not faver-
ably considered for recognition as an element of the Philippine Army.

4 seb of general requirements for guerrilla recosnition, established
by Genmeral MacArthur during the liberatiorn of the Fhilippines, has been
used as a guide in considering the record of thie unit, After careful
inveatigation and full considcoration of all aubstantiating records and
testimony of witnesses having pertinent knowledge, recognition of this
guerrille unit is not deemed to be warranted becsuse of reasons mentioned
belows

3 8. Heeord of service was not substantiated by sufficient acoapta=
ble evidence.

be The unit was not maintained setisfactorily ir the field in
opposition to the enemy.

c. Activities of the unit did not contribute materially to the
eventual defeat of the enemy.

d. A definite organization was not established.
@, Adequate records were not mainteined (nawes, ranks, dates of

lnli;hont or jeining, dates of promotions, and necessary related informa=
tion).

f, Unit did not show satisfaotory contimuity of activity and
organigations | 7.

£+ yienbire, of the unit did not devobe their eatire effort to
military- in the field to the exelusion of nermsl civilian cecu=
i Ten ¥ o g,
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Your attention is invited to Presidebtlal Executive Order Ne. 68,
Comnonwealth of the !hilippﬁ.mn;heow of whileh is attached, for any

necessary action in comneetion therewith.
Singerely,
; 1 Inol
{ Exeoutive Order No 68
; dtd 26 Sept 45 THOMAS J. BROWN
CWoO, USA

AssT Ay GEM

Gol G, F. Iillards

1. The Attached Oo, 3rd Separate Bn, Lanao Military Sector, Fighting
Bolo En Unit, Unkted States Army Forces in the Philippines, consisting of
approximately 103 members, has not been favorably considered. No members
have previously been recognized.

2. This unit does not fulfill the requirements of the five basic
points for recognition. (See attached Team Leader!s Report)

| 3, No useful purpose will be accomplished by further investigation
:, of this unit.

4. There are no members worthy of recogz‘litinn and it is doubtful
that any casualties occurred as a result of the activities with the unit.

@oncurs Major C. H. Wentzell
Actg Chief, Unit Branch
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Report on the Lenso lidlitery Sector, Fighting Dolo Bettslion

Unit, United Stetes Army Forces in the PhiliREines

1, The following report conceims the oversll comnend of the
Leneo Hilitery Sector, Fighting 3olo 3attslion Unit, United Ststes
Army Forces in the Philippinss, consisting of epproximetely 128
difforent units, A& particl list of tho lerger units arc listed
in paregreph 3 bolow, The Leneo lilitzry Sector, Fighting Dolo
Bettelion Unit, (LS, Fiou, US<FIP), is also known gs the "Fight-
ing Blade Vegpons Division" end the "Fighting Blood Y%eepon Divi-
sion". 4 physicecl investigetion of the unitoin the ficld wes not
nede nor considercd necesscry or dosircble, but the commending
officor end other persons heving pertinent knowledge of the unit's
cetivities were contectcd cither porsonelly or by corrcspondence,
The stztoments of those contectod, cnd ¢ complete study of the
records of the unit, erc roflccted in the findings.,

2e & fow of the subordincto units of the Mishting Blede
toezpons Division hezve been previously end scperctely not fovor-
ebly considerod for recognition by this hozdquerters. It wes
considered et thet time thet those units verc only indopendcnt
"Bolo Units". Vlhon this overell commend wes studicd, thesc units
vere included for rcconsiderction, This roport will suppert the
previcus discussicn of these subordinstc units of the fighting
Bledc Weocpons Division, cnd et the seme time take into considers-
tion the overcll commcnd and other subordinste units of thet
commznd, now pending under reguest for reeognition,

3. The follovinz is = perticl list of subordincte units
conprising the Lenzo Hilitery Scetor, Fighting Dolo Jstte-lion
Unit, United Ststes irmy iorces in the Philippines:

First Cozstal Reginmont

Third Cocstzl Reginont

Forth Cocstzl Reginent

First Boloe Reziment

Second Desak Regiment

Third Dasck Reoginent

First Uncyan Regiment

First Seperate Repiient

Western Lenso Troop Movement
Uplend Infzntry Reginent

Wostern Lonao Seperzte Speeisl In
Bolo Bettelions

Sepercto Dettelions ond Compenics
Specicl Dettelions snd Componics
atteched Dettelions and Compenics
Provisionel Dettclicons
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4o ALLEGED HISTCRY:

&« Prior to the errivel of the Jepencse inveding Forfes
on Mindeneo, Brigadier Genersl Guy O, Fort, commending the 8lst
Division, USAFFE, Lenao Militery Scctor, orgenized the "Bolo
Battalion," for the purpose of eiding the 8lst Division., The
missions of the Bolo Bsttslion were zs follows:

(1) Guarding the besches in order to give
timely werning in cesc of cnemy lendings.

(2) ‘cting zs Lebor Battelions when so desired,
(3) “o=rding bridges and roads.

(4) cuvarding emmunitions, supplics end other
militsry instslletions,

(5) Suppressing fifth column sctivities.

b. The "Lanzo Militery Scctor" wass divided into four

units, Ezch unit was composed of several groups or compznics,
&s meny &s there were municipalities or municipsl districts in
the unit., Each group or company wes commended by & Senior
Leader, usuelly the Mayor of the municipslity or municipsl dis-
trict, end two other leszders selected from the group Or COmp&ny.
Each Bolo Battzlion Unit was commended by z Unit Commender; the
four Bolo Bettzlion Units which comprised the "Lanso Militery
Scctor" were commended by Sector Commsnder, supposedly an
officer of the USAFFE,

Ce On 21 Mey 1942, six dsys prior to the surrcnder of
the 8lst Division, Genersl Fort ordored Detu Busrcn Kalsw to
teke commend of the entire Blede Wespons Forces (Fighting Bolo
Battelion Units), which were then extonded elong the coest from
Iligan to Cabuzno Barrzcks end on the Leke-Shore of Leke Lenao,
On 27 NMay 1942, thc 8lst Division, USAFFE, surrendered, snd throe
deys later Datu Busran Kelsw rcorgenized the Bolo Battzlions.
"To this orgenizetion, everybody was permitted to join-members
of the former Bolo Battelions, cx-USAFFE, Civil Government
employces" - Numbrous companics, battelions snd regiments were
orgenized, until &ll the regions of Lznao, not occupied by the
Jepenese werc covered. The organization wes partly completed on
31 sugust 1942, and consisted of gpproxinstely ten (10) regiments,
several scperete, specizl provisional, combet, and sttsched
battelions cnd compenies, with & totzl strength of approxinctely
35,000 officers and men.

de The zctivities of the unit consisted primerily in
continuing civil and militsry government and the cere and
protection of civilians, 4 fow claimed skirmishes with the
Japenese cre discusscd in more deteil in the findings of this
report, ~
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G+ On or cbout December 1942, Lt Col Hedges, commending
officér of the 108th Division, 10th MD, begsn to orgenized the
Noros inte the Neranzo Militia Forces, (IMiF). Detu Busren Kelew
and epproximetely 8,000 members of the Bolo Bottelion Units were
inducted intc this unit; and werc subsequently recognized ss the
liarenco lilitie Force (IIF) of the 108th Division, 10th Kilitzry
District.

f, For further infermetion relcting to the allegod
history of the Leneo Militeary Seetor, Fighting Bolo Battzslion
Unit, United Stetes Army Forces in the Philippines, sec atteched
unit files,

5, FINDINGS:

ee The following persons were intervicwed or questioned
by letter end their stotements sre refledted in the findings:

Gen Calixto Duque + + « « & + D C/S, HPA, formelly C/S

8lst Div, USFIE

CO, LiS, FBBU, USiFIP

CO, 10th Militery Dist

&n imericen educetor in

Lenso

G=2 of Bolo Bettclion

Lienmber of unit, lster

Jjoined IIF, reeognized

with 10th KD

licmber of unit, but docs

not know position
n i

Detu Busren Kalew + o o o »
ColiWl, We Fertde & o e s
Zdward He Kuder o o o o » «

Dete Mengedes o= i vats - &
Lt Manigbs ERUET o 86 8w

.

Datu Mongodc Meaulsne . . .

Menie Komayet . o s o ais s a0 L

Detu Derengina Diempusn o o
Mejor F. M. Mates o o o o »

CO, Dizcmzz Islem Unit

CO, Philippine Militis

Forces, and leter recog-

nized with T

Federico Sclamati s o o w o 1 i LS IS DE

Major Gebcl & o 4 4 4 & » & « Ex O to G4, HP4, formelly

4 C/8-G-2, 8lst Div, USAFFE

Recognized Moro with 10th

LD

Hember of Philippine Mili-

tia Forces of liindzneo &
Sulu

Enlonlo PECe . «5eia o st e o

Zlfredo Quilbt':.n LI Y )

be Records of service were not substzntizted by sufficicnt
cccoptable evidence, The Leneo iiilitery Sector, FonU, US:iFIP, end
its subordinete units, as prescnted for rccognition, wezs not in zny
sensc & well-orgcnized guerrills unit, Prior to the surrender of
the 81lst Division, USAFFE, the Bolo Dottzlions were used by Genercl
Tort as "Bolo Units", "Fermer Dattzlions", and "Lebor Bettslions'.
iccording to the "Guerrills Resisteneo Hovements in the Philippines",
& collection of monogrephs previously published by the Philippine
Sub-Section, G-2, Generzl Headquerters, Southwest Pecific .ree, the
lioros werc under their ovn leeders, but hed been paid by the US-FIiT
prior to the surrender. Dut even if they hzd not been peid, their
ectivities would not constitute a cleim

3
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for guerrille sctivitios, but rathor would be & clein for pey &S
lebor bettelions in eiding the 8lst Division. Letter Order from
Generel Fert to Detu Kelew, ordering him to teke comasnd- of tho
Blede Woepon Forces does not necesserily prove that the unit con-
tinued &s & well-orgenized unit, The Guerrilla Resistence Movo-
ment in the Philippines (extract es Incl 1) end letter from Col.
e Wo Fertig, (Incl 2) stete thet when the Jepenese inveding
forces lended &t Deaveo the Moro Force dissolved rapidly, end
thet the sctivities sgainst the cnomy as elzimed by the Lenso
Militery Sector, after the surrender of the 8lst Division were
not the activities of the Blade Wespon Units, but & gonersl end
spentancous uprising of the people. The records of the unit,
such zs Genercl Orders, S-1 Reperts, and S-2 Reperts, consist
primerily of promotion pepers of the members of the unit. Pro-
notions were mede periodicslly, Eech month mest officers were
promotad to onc higher rank,

ce The unit wzs not msinteined sztisfactorily in the
ficld in opposition to the enemy, for pricr to 27 liay 1942 the
Blst Division, US-I¥E, dominzted the srez end subscquent to Sept
1942 the Herenec lilitiz forces of the 10th liilitery District,
& rocognized guerrille orgenizetion of epproximetely 8,000 former
nembors from the cleiment Bolo Bszttelicns, deminsted the crez,
Hesistence cetivities sgeinst the Jepenese during the 3-months
period between these detes consisted of en uprising of the
pgople of Lenzo, and not in guerrills ectivity by the LUS, FDOU,
US=FIP., The stctoments of guerrille lceders, =s discussed in
percgraphs 5i, 5, 5k, indicate thet the Dolo Battslions was not
naintzined efter the surrender of the 8lst Division,

d. sctivities of the unit did not contribute naterizlly
to the eventusl defest of the cnemy. The "Guerrille Resistence
HMovenents of the Philippines", brings to the sttention that the
Mores were neither o velusble &lly nor & dengerous cncmy. The
prineipsl clcinm for recognition by the LS, FEBU, USiFIP, is
based upon two locel bzttles with the Jepecnese in September end
October 1942. The Diemse Islem Unit, z bitter foo of Kslew,
under Datu Diempusn, zlso cleims credit for thesc engegencnts, cs
indicated esbcve end by inclse. 2 cnd 3, written by individusls
having personel Inowledge. These bettles cen not he zceepted =s
the activities of this or sny other orgenized gucrrille unit,

The Leneo Militery Sector, FBBU, US-FIP, is thorcfors cleinming
ectivities which were executed by the initistive of a resentful
end angered tribe, resther thzn by their units,

e, & dofinite orgcnizetion wes not csteblished. Prior
to 27 Mey 1942, Detu Busren Kslaw was an intelligence szent of
the Blst Division, US:iFFE, and during the lettcr months of the
same yeer he beccme & member of the lersnso lilitis Force, Officers
end enlisted men of the Lenco Militery Sector, FUUU, LIS, lived
with their femilies snd supported them by meens of normel civilian
pursuits throughout the occupetion. Practiczlly 211 of the batta-
lion commenders end renking officers on the roster of
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this unit were msyors of the verious towns or held other political
pesitions during the Jepenesc cccupetion, The members of the unit
who were interviewed, with the exception of the leaders, cculd not
give their positions within the verious units ond nost of them
steted that there wes very littlc orgenizstion within the unit,

f. idequate records wors not meinteined, lonthly rosters,
eppoelntment end promotion pepers, dstod beck es fer es 1942, were
subnitted cs records; but zn exsminetion of thesc pepers showed
thet most of the monthly resters were nede ot onc time, using
cerbon pepers end lesving the detes blenk, so that the dete could
be ploced in lster. Furthermore the psper used did not show the
weer and tesr of peper thet hed becn used since 1942,

g« Unit did not show sctisfretorily continuity of ccti-
vity end orgenizetion., Colonel W, Vi, Fortig, comnznding the lOth
liD, stetes thet this unit did nothing to stop the Jrpencse (Sce
Incl 2) edvance end were morc hermful then helpful to the USLF¥E.
"The Guerrills Resistsnce Ifovenment in the Philippines", supporis
this stztement of wnsctisfactory continuity of szctivity end orgeni-
zetion by deelering: thet the ioro forcss dissolized rapidly after
the Jepancse lended in Dsveo, The unit could not show £y con-
clusive supperting evidence which would sustoin their clcins of
activity subsequent tc the surrcnder of the 8lst Division.

h, lembers of the unit did net devote their ontire effert
to militery cetivities in the ficld to the cxelusion of normal
civilizn occupztion znd femily obligctions. The nembors of the
unit helding politiezl positions, such cs meyors, contimied to ro-
mein in office durinjy the Jcpenese occupction., The members of the
unit who werc common fzrmers cnd leborors continucd their nermel
pursuits,

i. ittached hercto, zs inclosure 2, is the first indorse-
nent, deted 15 Jemuery 1947, from Colonel Wendcll Fortiy; in enswer
to letter from this hczdqusrters requesting informetion regerding
the Fighting Dlede Wespons Unit. Coloncl Fertiz, formerly with
Genercl Fort, lcter beceme commending officer of the 10th Hilitery
District. 1In his indorsement Colonel Fertiy cmphasized thet the
Blzde Wezpons Unit (zlso known &s the Lenco Wilitery Sector, F3BU,
USAFIP) did nothing to stop the Jep zdvance and contributecd no-
thing to the resistance prior to the surrender. He further stctos
thet the periecd from the surrender to the orpcnizction of the
larenco Militia Forces on Decenber 1942 wzs one of non-resistence,
except for the resistence of ¢ group of Moros under kenclzo Men-
delinso, whese neme is not included as one of the lecders of the
Lance Militery Sector, FDBBU, US.FIP, whereas he is recognized =s tho
rogimentel commender of the 127th Rejinment, IMF, 10th MD, Colonel
Fertig further stotes thet the encounter between the Jepsnese znd
the loros wzs occesioned by e genersl uprising of the poople and
not by the Blade Wezpons Units. Col, Fertig rccommends thst the
Blade Vezpon Units snd essocizted units in the province of Leonzo
be not recognized,
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Jje 4atteched herewith as inclosurc 3, is & memo to Lt
Col Sheftoc, former Chicf of Guerrille iffeirs Breanch, from
Edward M. Kuder regerding the Bolo Battzlions under Busrcn Kelsw.
(It must be noted thet the "Diams Islem® unit mentioned in his
report is not & pert of the Lengo Militcry Sector, FDBU, USAFIP)
lre Kuder wes en fmericcn educetor who had spent yocrs educsting
the loros before the wer end who leter beceme Direetor of Civil
Affeirs for Leneo under Colonel W. W. Fertize. This menmo indi-
cated thet the Lenso lilitery Sector, FDBU, USiFIP, is & rac-
keteering or;enizstion, which hzd inducted preeticelly ell of its
members into the unit during the yecrs 1945 and 1946, cnd thot
the lezders have been colloeting foos from the members inducted.
Mr. Kudor hes full knowledge of the cetivities of Lonco, during
the occupstion, =nd he recommends thet this unit be rofused recog-
nition complctely.

ke & letter "To Whom It May Concern", from Generel
Calixto Dugue formerly Chief of Steff, 8lst Division, (USAFFE),
cnd &t present Doputy Chief of Steff, <rmy of the Philippines, wrs
presented es supperting cvidence of Kelew's cctivities. On inter-
viewing Generzl Duque, he steted thet he hed been with the 8lst
Division until the surrcnder end wes then prisoner of wer in
Mindanoo until Jenuery 1943. He cclmowledzos the cppointment of
Datu Busren Kolew cs specicl cpent of the -2 Seetion 8lst Divisicon,
but he did not know of cny of Kelew's ecetivities after the sur-
render, He further stated thst the kHoros of Leonco were very
destructive after the surrcnder of the 8lst Division., He esserted
thet the lioros hod cmbushed some of the USAFLE members of the 8lst
Division while thoy were esceping to the hills. He :zlso clainmed
thet there wes no organizstion of the lioro pcople cnd thet they
were & zrest hindrence to the people of Lanzo, cspecially the
Christians, for thc loros hzd sttacked verious Christisn barrios,
had rzped snd killed the inhsbitsants cnd hed leoted houses.
Genercl Dugue hzd hesrd of the defest of the Jepenesc at Teperen,
but he did not know how it wes cccomplishod.

1. in affidavit from Major Dominedor Gereisz, formelly :C
of S, G-3, 8lst Infentry Division, USiFiE, wes forwerded ss cvidence
of the cxistence of the Bolo Dettslions. whon interviewed, licjor
Gorecis stoted thet he knew nothing of the isctivities of Kcolaw, or
the Dolo Dsttclion, sfter the surrcnder of the 8lst Division,

ne <tteched herewith as inclosure 4, is ¢ confidenticl
roport from Operctive MNumber one, Intelliience Scction, LFC, Ps,
Lenso Provinee, Operctive Number, Lt leniobe ipusm, & native of
Lanco znd former member of the Bolo Bettelions, leter bocame o
nenmber of the Heranso Militis Foree, It is noted, that within the
roport, Lt Aguem brings out the fzet thet eftor the surrcnder of
the 8lst Division, mzny of the members of the Dolo Betislion be-
ceme Collsborctors, infemous looters, robbers, bendits, cte., while
others continued their normel pursuits, He further stctes thet
the rostor snd orders submittcd to this hesdguerters werc cnte-
dcted, cnd thet the cedre of the Bole Zottelion cre members of the
alrcedy recognized ierenac Militia Forces.
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n. Datu Darangina Diampuam, a non-recognized guerrilla’
leader, who had operated in Lanzo, claims that Datu Kalaw had
never had an organized unit after the surrendar of the Blst Divi-
sion., He further stated that Kaisw is using the Bolo Battalion
as a mongy-making propositicn, in that, he is charging the mem-
bers for their memborship. Datu Darangina Diampuan also ¢laims that
the Moros of the former Bolo Battalion under Xalaw wore more des-
tructive during the Japaneso occupation than they were constructive,

0. It should be emphasized thet the Moros of Lanao wero
organizod into ths Moranes Militie Forme, with a strength of
epproximately £,000 nembera. The Marasao Militia Force was re-
cognizad with *he 10th itary District as part of the 108th
Division. The dates of recognition of the Maranso Militia Force
Were revi ick to 16 Soptember 1942, This recognition and revi-
slon constitvics adanuate and jush recognition of military services
the Moros of Zenao tn the war effort.

P. No usef:l purpose will be served by any further inves=
tigation of this ugit.

q. There are no individuel menbers worthy of rscognition
with the exception of thosn alroady recognized with the Maranao
Militia Force. Al though scme casualtios are claimed in the rosters,
it is assumed that these curualtios cecurred in tha general up-
rising of the people, and not as mombors of an orgamized wnit.
These cesualties or their heirs may continua to submit individusl
requost for casualty recognition.

. 6. POLITICAL ASPECTS: Most of the leading figures in the sub—
mitted rosters are political aspirants, indicating that the uvnit
may be used to support these Politicians in their attempts to gain
office.

} IDATION: It is recommended that the Lenao Military
Sector, Fighting Bolo Battalion Unit, United States Army Forces in
the FPhilippines, otherwise known ss the Tighting Blade Weapons
Divisions be not favorzbly considered for recognition,

Rebst 1 Wil

ROBERT L. MORTON
Captain, Ord

S0 incls filed w/ Team Leader's
Beport in GAD.
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Extract of Guerrilla Resistance Movements in the Philippincs

IThe Moros and the Maranso Militis Force: The lioro pro-
blems on Mindanao have long bcen a source of discontent and
unrest. The Moros arc & distinct Mohammedan group and are
found throughout the Sulus, along the southern coast of Zam~
boanga, the southern half of Lanao Province and scross Cota-
bato to the Davao Gulf. The Meranao (Lenao) Moros are per-
haps the brovest, proudest and the most intelligent of the
Philippine Moro groups: Mareznao (Lanao), Maguindanao (Cota-
bato) and the Ten-Sugs and Samals (Zamboanga and Sulu). In-
telligenee, cournge and pridec, however, do not make the Lanao
Moro either 2 valuzble 2lly or a dengerous cnemy, His intel-
ligence is more ncarly sly cunning, going hend in hand with
treachery. The Morc has little respect for the Christian
Filipino and may clways be entezonistic towrrds him.

Moro willages erc smell, usually built up eround a farm-
ing community, and the irhabitents are ususlly releted to
each other. Whilc cach’ community is loyal to its own leader,
the lceders of these inter-rcleted communitics form as asso-
clation and have & group leader, or Datu, to whom all commu-
nity leaders erc loyal, For the psst forty years Moros have
bcen under the control of thc Philipiine Constabulary, but
moet of the Moros remcmber thet they were once the absolute
rulers of their areas and were frce to rob and murder groups
less powerful then themselves. With any relexing of police
authority many of them scon rcturn to their ancient customs
of robbery and murder, with loyalty only to their immediate
leaders.

To prevent bloodshed betweecn Moros and Christians, no
Moros were allowed to live on the north cocast of Lanzo and
none lived in Bukidnon, During thc chaos following the sur-—
rcnder, Moros came down the north slopes of the Lanao hills
and begen molesting the Christians. MOLGAN's retaliatory
measures werc so violent, however, that the fcelings of the
Moros were aroused morc than ever, and it has been only with
considerable care that the support and neutrelity of the Mo-
ros was mainteined. In the Dinas vicinity of southern Zam-
boanga no Christien dzrcs set foot now as & result,

In January 1942, when it became evident that it would
be difficult if not impossible to stem the tide of the Jepa-
nese invasion of the Philippines, Gen. FORT tried to bolster
the Mindanao Force by orgenizing and placing thousends of
Moreos in holding defensive positions along kcy highways in
the southern part of Mindanso. He organized the Moro Bolo
Battalion, active young Moros ermecd with knives. The Moros
were under their own leaders but were paid by USAFFE. They
had little time for training end when the Japanese landed
in Davao, the Moro force dissolved repidly. Many prominent
Moros were attached to this group and later became active
in guerrilla affairs in Lan2o and Cotabato.

Lt. Col. HEDGES began to organize the Moros in December
1942 ~ January 1943. He collcctcd most of the former members
of the Bolo Battalion and formed the Maranao Militia Force.
The early leaders of the Moros in guerrilla activities were:
MINDALANO, former member of the Bolo Battalion, a hot tem-
pered young Moro; Busran KALAW of HMomunganj; Datu LaGUINDAB
of Ganassi; Joseph SZNGUILLA of Mumay and Medalum; and Datu
BUNTALIS of Masiu.

(Inel 1)
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By late 1942 the Moros had collected a fairly large
number of weapons., ALfter the currender they ransacked the
battlefields and waylaid civilians and former USAFFE coldiers
for weapons. The threat to the guerrilla organization wes
real. The efforts of Busran XALAW, MINDALANO, the Sultan of
Ganessi and many others to bring the Moros into line is a mo-
numental tribute to their respect for the &American people,
They were supported in their efforts by very small allotments
of arms and supplies from the guerrilla headquarters. The
one time location of the District Headquarters in Leanas ~nd
the presence of guerrilla leaders {such as Lt. Col. HEDULE
and Mr, KUDER) who knew the Moros well, were fortunzte in
this connectini.

For political reascrs the Mararao Militiz Fores is main-
tained as a seprrase part of the 1NGth Division, and is rro-
bebly the bes. armed singie group 3% guerrillss on Liniznso.
The presert organization and strength of this forcs is ns fol-

lows:
124th Kegt, IS, Hq Rupagon, Lznao (Bl EM
CO: Capt. hacaurog ARUMPAC 36 1538
126th Regt, MMP
CO: Maj. Busran LALAW 128 1,124
127th hegt, I, now sieging ilalabang
CO: Capt. Manalao MINDALANO 73 788
128th Regt, MMF, now sieging Malabang
CO: ifaj. Anonngo BAGUINDAALI 1C0 951
129th hegt, MMF, Hq Taraka, Lanzo 78 1,202
“list Priovi Hegt. 63 928
2nd Prov. Reg:t. 53 533
2nd, 4th, 6th 8th Separttc Battalicrs 5 1,470
5 Seperate Companics i _gQZ
Total 507 ¥, 841

Lt, Naguib GUANDY, Chinese-lioro mestizo and pre-war ma-
yor of lislabang, has been responsible fcr orgenizing lMoro
resistance south of Malabang on the Lanns coast. i@ has
tected the Christians and has kept con good terms
panese to obtain supplies. XLfLAW ‘s a native cf
Lanao, was mayor of Momungan &t oulireak of the war
ex-provincial treasurer of Lanzo. iz is an arzoci
MORGAN, and actively resisted the vipanece sirze 1
DALANO is an cx-school inspector, clever and courazes
hot tempered. He wes the first to fight the Japancs :
the USAIFTE surrender. ALUMPAC was mayor of Lumbatir: :lever,
a little politico, & good manager and belongs to the uscnic
order. BALGUINDALLI is populer as one of the first Mero guer-
rilla lesders.

Copy reproduced - 15 Apr 47
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15 January 47

SUBJECT: "Blade Weapons Division"

TO i The Commanding General, AFWESPAC, APO 707. From Co. Wendell
W. Fertig, Det Pat Fitzsimons Gen Hospital, Denver 8, Coloradd,

1, Corditions have nect changed since T wrote my letter of 28
i3 sarme genetal gubject, and I will reiterate the racomrenda-

hat letter ‘Inecl 3)., Therefore in wmy opinion this
ition for say activities followinz the
orgenization ary Llstriect on 16 Sept 42. A1) mou who
agpisted ny unii te have been included in regnlar uait ros-
ters and avly recognized. Tlus the Blade Weapon uni’s are ensitlod to
no consider:tion excevt fer services rendercd between the date of their
orgenization (aboub Jan /2) end the date of 16 Sept 42,

group is

2, That period comprises two general but diverse phases, The
first covers the passive and active phase of the NMindasao campaipn prior
to the surrender of General Fort and his forces on 27 Wey 42, During
the invasion period - April 30 - 4 May 42 - while I wos actually wish
General Fort, he placed great confidence in the help to be gained from
the Blade Weapon units which he had organized. This help was not forth
coming. THEY DID NOTHING TO STOP THE JAP ADVANCIZ, Viken the d=pacle
followed efter 4 Mey 42, the Moros engaged in wide secale locting, In
July 42, Lt Col Charles Smith, CE (then & civiiian emyloyee ef the USED)
stated that General Fort was forced to surrender since ais reserve rCood
stores and ammunition had been looted by the Lanao Morass, From evidence,
which I believe was ccnclusive, the Blade Vieapon units contributed
nothing to the resistence cause during this first phasec,

3« The second phase of inertia that extended from 29 May 42
until 16 Sept 42, was one of quietness exceps for the continued resis-
tance of Manalao Mandalinao (Wow Representoti 2.0 10 the fhile
ippine Legislature) and his group in con: {
The Japs failed to win this group. In .r
were wiped out on the east shore of Jaks 3
general uprising of the people and not ay ke E

4. CONCLUSICHN AND RECOMMERTA
problem was made durirg the occupat
dence that the Blade Wia2pon nnits co
registance movement. I* iz thersfcev:
ted units in the province o1 Lanao e

ilendell W Fertig
Goleonel CZ

Copy Reproduced - 16 April 1947

ﬁ&w%ﬁn
PROTACIO CABIAQ

1st Lt Inf,, AUS
Chief, Records Secticn
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Manila
9 June 1946

MEMO for Lts Col Shaftoe, Chief, Guerrilla Affairs Division,
AFVWESPAC, on Lanac Guerrillas,

THE DIAMA ISLAM

This is an organization which deserves considerable credis
for providing the big impetus that turned most of the Larnao lioros
against the Jers, i

I was ia larao, with- the Moros and the guerrilla movemens
from the moment the Japs invaded Lanan, April 29-30, 1042 up ‘5
Sept 29, 1943, T wos never in Japs hands, but had to lzmve I:auo
for Australia by submarine on Sept 29, 1943, due to illnnss,

Hence, altheugh I did not see the fights the Diara 232:
up, in fact wes about 50 kilometers awey, still I hed o i
reports of it within two days afterward, and observel how
province rang with the exploit of Sept 12, 1942, and how the !
were stirred up and inspired by it, ;

It is true there had been enoourters ard ambusheg pricr <o
this, but this was the first big pitchcd betile., The gpeed wiih
which the Japs were overwhelmed and wiped out, all but one moa
made an enorious impression on everyone including the Japz, =
Antelligence at that time indicated that they asked for tuwe &
sions for Mindanao, one for Lanzo alone and the otker for ¢
of the island. I do not think the Jap force was so largc ae i
Diama leaders claimed, for I checked the number of dead BETETA]
times with people who counted the corpses at the time, The fipure
I get most often from them was 129 Japs, and some Filipinos, uscd
as cargadors by the Japs, who were eaught in the circle cf fi.n,
The Moros did not bother to count them,

After this disaster the Japs bombed the whole eagt s'is
the Lake, where the fight oceurcd (Tariparan) for nearly a jinu’}
using from 3 to 1l planes daily, other tried again in mid-. ar
1942, This time they came with around 500-600 troops, in wrasis,
using the road around the north end of the lake,

They were again attacked by the Diema warriors and this #ime
did not try to stand their ground, but fled to a wocded hill, Iezing
some of their trucks in the procsss, At the hill, they were able
to rally and hold off through attackers until the latter's amm Qi
tion ran low, and until reinforcements came to enable them to retreat,
The Moros lost about 20 men in this fight and claimed heavy losses
for the Japs, but as the Japs carried them dead and wounded ayey, we
had to wait for our intelligence in Dansalan (Jap mein garrison) to

Page 1 of Incl 3
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report, This report put the Jap total casualties at under a hundred.

But the Japs never came baak, and never again patrolled in the
interior of Lanao, although they meintained their garrison at Dansa~
1an by virtue of the highway to Iligan, and at Ganassi by means of
the Lake, from Dansalan,

Thus, within five months after Corregidor, the intericr country
of Lanao wag freed of the Japs and remained fres, This wag & remark-
able achievement and is due largely to the Diama Islam,

Since the Jeps never returned they had no more fighting to do,
but did guard ths lalke to prevent supplies from reaching the Japs,

&s the Diama Islam vas self-supporting in the way of food, guns
and am ia1, many of its members found econcmic pressure too strong
ed the Maranao Militia Force wunder Col, Fertig, some months
later, for the sake of better pay and Supply .

‘ Fride, porhaps misplaced, kept the others from Jjoining and held
them to something of a hcme guard organization,

Yet, it must not be forgotien that they battled and best the
Japs before Fertig even sterted, and it must also be realized that
had it not been for the beatings and fight they gave the Japs,
Fertig's initially puny organization would in all likelihood have
been erushed,

The Diara Islam rendered a real service.

Their leader claims 4,599 men on his roll, Personally, I think
tbis is greatly exaggeratcd. I don't believe they could possibly -
bave more than 2000 men, This jibes well with the population figures
for that area, but, kmowing as I do how factional the liorus are
ameng themselves, I would exaumine even that figure with caution.

I beliele the Diama Islam is ontitled to some recognition after
careful investigation,

The Bolo Bettalion, under Eusram Kalaw

I understand this outfit claims 40,000 membors, If such is
their claim it is the wildest fabrication, The "seat" of this orga=-
nization was in the area along the Dansalan Iligen road, If it had
40,000 members why could it never close that road, nor take tho Jap
outpost of 20 men guarding the Fantas bridge, when between 1000 and
2000 Diama Islam could beat the Japs so badly in the Diama's home
territory?

Page 2 of Incl 3
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Busran Kalaw, ‘t.he Bolo Battalion leader, may claim credit for
the Diama Islam's exploit at Tamparan. It may be true that he was
there, but his back was to the Japs, and it was in trying to over-
‘teke him that the Japs ran into the Diama.

Busran never got closer than 5 kms to the Japs, and I never
saw him with as many as 200 men, although I saw hln a dozen of times
during the guerrilla times, %

There was a real Bolo Bettalion organized by General Fort be-
fore the Japs came, April 29-30, 1942, but it never excecded 5,000
men and virtually all of these joined the MMF under Fertig.

After Fort's surrender, to give him credit, Busran Kalaw
tried to stir up resistance aga:mst the Japs, but he had a follaow-
ing only in his own area, Baluy, the thinnest populated area of
Lanao, He could not possibly have had one thousand men,

It wag not wntil late 1945 and now in 1946 that so many mem-
bers were "enlisted" in their cutfit. It has much racketeering in
it, with contuibutions collected from the members to pay for pre--
paring rosters, giving birthday or baptismal presents to its leaders
and their children, sale of "commisions" etc, As it stands now it
is 99% fake. One of its officers a "major" or "Lt, Col." Buleg
M’ango'bara » was actually a dog of the Japanese and guided their pat-
I‘OlSt

I would turn this outfit down, cold and completely.

Regpectfully submitted,

/s/ Edward M, Kuder
Actg, Div, Supt, of Schools for Lanao
ex«Dircctor of Civil Affairs for Lanso under
Col W. W, Fertig

Copy Reproduced - 24 April' 1947
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1st Lt Inf,, AUS

Chief, Records Section
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Subject; Bolo Battalion, History of (Lanao Province)

TO : PPM, Laneo Frov, MFG, PL - £70 159

Feirly rcligble if not very esccurate story of the history of the
Moro Rolo Pattelion orgenization in Lanzo, is here, submitted by this
section not for jealousy nor selfishness, neither for eggrandizement,
but as irtelligcnce nection of the igency of the govermment, it will
in some how dissipate any chadow of doutt on the pert of the Fhilippine
Govt much the United Stetes. This story will not only help elear the
doubts of LFWESPLC, but will in one waey guide /FWESPAC to recompence
Justly the very patriots.

Some where in the later pert of Docember 1941, letters from the
Provineicl Governor werc sent to all Municipel znd Municipel District
Keyors urging esch Meyor to organize in their own districts, Voluntcor
Guards. To give more inspiretion end incentives to accomplish result
to the meximum the order was propegendized thru out Lanao, that this
Volunteer Guards is enuncisted by the most Filipino beloved Latc Presi-
dent ¥anuel L. Quezon, The Volunteer Guard was very successful,

Then and efterwerd some wherc in the earlier pert of February 1942,
if not Januery 1942, Brig Gen Guy O Fort, CO of the 8lst Division
(USiFFE) stationed in Lenao Province authorized the organizetion of the
Bolo Battalion., He himself (Gen Fort) teing a good end sincere friend
to the liarenews for many yeers went around the Moro villages stressing
or the importence of Loyelty to the gov't one owes en allegience. He
hinself (Ger Fort) witnessed and even sworned before the Koren (Sccred
Mohzmmedan Rible) with many lesding Datus thet they teing menmbers of the
Bolo Battelion will, in &)l means resist the enemy, the Japanese, and
even sworned thet they (Detus) will never surrender to the Jupanese if
in case the Jepanese might succecd vanquishing the USLFFE. lgain Meyor-
(Distriet Meyors) were made immediate lesders of their respective districts.
Pany Meyors end Datus were given shot guns and even spring-field rifles
Cel 30 ML to give them more interest in leading their own people. In the
months of Merch end ipril, 1942, Mayors especislly of Watu, Tugaye,
Beeolod, Medzlim, li-camba, Genessi, Pusles, Teteriksn, and Pinidayan were
cech given seven deys to guard at Berorac beach, at Malebang, Lenao to
ueteh and report immedintely any sign of Jepenese ships seen on the
Liliena Boy. This was by rotstion, Even tcachers headed by their District
supervisor werc one time yoluntcered to guard st Barorao.

So fsr, every Moyor, was allowed fifty (50) companions, Thoy were
teing trersported there by .[rmy Trucks purposely dcsignated for usc of the
Bolo Battolion, Officers in the USAFIE essigned by Gen Fort to inspect
end guide the Moro Folo Bettalion werc Mejor Susrez now Colonel, he is
sorovhere in Sulu, lst Lisut. Memerinta Leo, now Cept, Commending the 64th
NP Co, Lenoo Prov, MPC, PA, 3d Lt lohemad £11 Dimaporo now lst Licut, Com-
manding the 6Sth MP Co, Lenao Prov, MPC, Pi, 3d Lt Sent rpericl, now
in the 5th Repl Bn end 2d Lt Mzntoyen Beyolen; Theretof THdér
do not know ever the number of the Rolo B&ttclioq,fhjgj— Ntimg-" dfvere
hending the orgcrization. Major Gebel that time/wss théjgre*ap:
cortificate of rn individusl recommended by the/Distr t({}n
merber of tha Folo Rettslion.

i
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Now figuring and comparativels speeking there are 33 Municipal
Districts in the provinee of Ianso and not 2ll ectively orgenized the
memberships for the Bolo Battalion, Let us take for granted that the
33 nmunicipel districts did actively in the orgenization of the Bolo
Battalion ond egein let us not count that every district Moyor had their
Tifty memberships, let us even meke it 100 for each Meyor or let us put
it for 200 or 300 which is really not the truth, then of the 33 Mayors
there will be 15t us scy 300 for each, thus there were 9,900 members,
Now grantirg thet therc wers 9,900 Bolo Battelion, but during the
Japansse invasion between Malsbeng snd Genessi there mere roughly 60 Xoro
Bolo Eattalinn members present, Meyor Sverez had a personal knowledge
of this mmcor for he was with them that night of May, 1st 1942,

Agein when the USLFFE in Lenso surrendered to the Japenes on the
later peru of Mpy 1942 of this rough estirate of 9,900 Bolo Battelion
somc of them continued to resist the encmy called loyal and patriots
afraid of the Korzan, some went to the Japanese es Collaborators, some
of ther bocame famous looters, robters, ALrmy murderers, bandits, kid-
naprers of Chricstisns end Subsnon cn the eastern part of Zamboange , some
went as active treffickers of white slavery end while few stayed further
Jepanese garrisons and devoted on farming, This wes the truth of where
the Bolo Eattzlion went end what cach did,

Those few who went to the mountains continued resisted the enemy did
something very splendid in stirring the minds of the Lenso Moro Public
to mention some of them, there were Dzttt Rusran of Palo-i, Datu Manalaso
Mindelonso of Uya-zn, end Lumbatan, Sulten se Ganassi the late Apuam
Dpatucn, the lete Datu Loguindeb all Ganzssi, Datu Ananggo Pogindali or
Ramein, Datu Beod of Pagulogen, Detu Malamit Umpa of Kopategen and some
few Datus of Tempuran Districts. These Detus mentioned sbove really did
something in srousing the peopls of Lanao, This was more than 3 months
before the organization of the 10th MD under ol Fertig was orgenized and
more than & monthe before the orgenization of the 108th Division under
Col Hedges., It is further stated thet ot Tamparan Districts .fter the
Temparan incident of September 12, 1942 when Japanese patrol was wiped out
entirely there wes one group there cslled Diams Islem who really Fought
the Japenese and until now they are intsct nor they were recognized as
guerrillas.

Above Datus mentioned after the 108th Division wns orgenized units,
called the Bolo Fattalion were inducted into the ISFIP and therc wee n
great joy for they were all happy teing told by Gol Hodgos that they
bocome & part of the United Stetes Army and whatever previliges given or
duc to Amcrican soldiers cnd officers, they are also entitled. This goes
to say thet the Loyel Bolo Battalion that remeined in the mounteins became
the nucleus of the Lanso Guerrillerosi flmost 95% of the Bolo Battalion
becsme the Lenso Guerrilleros under the 108th bivision who were long time
procosged by the 8th frmy. The only outfit thot did not submit Tor pro-
cossing becsuse they were not recognized vas tho Diema Islam,

Lost Fey 1945, Mayor Naverre, Inspector General of the 10th MD had a
complete end corract 1ist of the Meranao Guerrilleros. He got more than
8,000 cen both officers and EM. This was the wholo MMF (Vranaw Militia
Force) already recognized by the 8th Army since 17 April 45, This story
is spesking of the renl comperiseon and & truth thot of the mere than »
8,000 Marznaos recognized guerrilleros which then 95% or 0% of them werc
the members of the Bolo Pattelion could be considered Bolo Bn members
from February 1942 up to the time they were inducted to the USFIP by the
108th Division. Now make it 9000 and estimate the Diame Islom make them
3,000 the highest estimete that will only bring 12,000, Now for the
Christian Guerrillerecs of Lanso meke them 4,000 or mere and Lenso will
have about 17,000,

s
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The Christian Guerrilleros genuined at that organized ty Morgan are
not counted here,

To glve more support for this story Mr. Edward M. Kuder the only
American with the Meranawg in the mountasins in 1942 can also be asked.

However, for the present submitted strength of Bolo Pattalion to
the AFVESPAC there were those nemes found in the defunct 108th Division
for they were either officors or EM in that outfit,

OPERATIVE
#1
P, S.

Anti dated rosters ard orders, framed up reportc and statemonts
and cntering nanes in the 1945 submittod Bolo En, Rosters ars mostly
in the rostors of thc ¥MF now in the files of the defunet 108th Division,
10th WD, Great Anomally,

Note Operative #1 is:

Lt Manioba fLguem
Dept of Interior
City Hell, Manila, P.I.

Copy Reproduceds 15 Korch 47
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2. liacalambos Batalo
3.Tanggorak Macabangun
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9.Dimasindil Dimasirang
10, Panakal Boral
11.4bid Galoga
12.Maoyag Bantasan
13.butto Bantasan
14,Candidato Bolat
15.Gakot Batalo
16.liandalewi Pengloge
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19.8alim Asalan
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20, Panay Makaoyag
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l.lacalangkad Asalan Pt
52.Mangiberat Manaleo
68.Mangombaya fnggun
54.Bangkorot Anggun
55,Gaontil Kole
56,Parabust Haolad
57.Ibra Galao
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4,Baratamai Tanog
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10.Gangawa Motalib
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13.Marangit Pangkoga
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26.laco Sampi
27.Domalug Sampi
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29,Bongaros Pangkoga
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32,Mmir Osngan
Z3.4diri Cako
34,8alik Mangorangka
35.Kamid Gomosung
36,4zumal Ontil
37,Mapangkat Ontil
38,Midiko Polala
Z9,Makabayao Gao
40.4adnon Cao
41, Mogib Adi
42,Gising Adi
43, Rouangao Dapa
44 ,BotigalDapa
45 Makabanding fdir
46,4atong Cola
47 . Wakatongkop Pituilan
48.Mandalawi Torisan
49,0nt1l Makalanggen
80.0atingkay Boradio
51.Taming Manalao
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